[An epidemiological investigation on gastroschisis in China during 1996 to 2000].
To study the epidemiological characteristics of gastroschisis in China from 1996 to 2000. The birth defects monitoring program was undertaken in 450-466 hospitals from 31 provinces, cities and autonomous regions of China. Data about births including intrauterine death and stillbirth of 28 weeks of gestation was collected to report through the medical records over the time period 1996 to 2000. The maximal diagnosis time was up to 1 week after the delivery. The international Classification of Diseases of Ninth Revision with some modifications was used to code the birth defects. A total of 569 cases with gastroschisis was found in 2,218,616 births monitored. The overall birth incidence of gastroschisis was 2.56 per 10,000 births during the monitored period. The increasing trend of incidence of gastroschisis hadn't been found (P > 0.05). The birth incidence of gastroschisis in rural areas was significant higher than that in urban areas (3.93 vs.1.98 per 10,000, P < 0.01). There was also significantly difference on birth incidence between female and male (2.64 vs. 2.15 per 10,000 births, P < 0.05). The birth incidence of gastroschisis in the mothers less than 20 years old was the highest among all mothers age, which were at 5.4 times increased risk relative to that of mother age of 25-29 years old. The overall perinatal mortality rate of gastroschisis was 74.69 percent, and 41.46 percent of gastroschisis were diagnosed before birth. 27.44 percent of cases were accompanied with other major defects. There was no increasing trend on the incidence of gastroschisis to be found in China during 1996 to 2000. The mother age less than 20 years old was at an increasing risk of fetal gastroschisis. The cases with gastroschisis had a high perinatal mortality rate.